











_ night without meat, drink, or fire. 
- they came with the tame verdict as before. After 
some menacing and vindictive language, they were 
« sent back, and kept twenty four hours without refresh- 
_ ment. Qn the third day, they returned a verdict, in 
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From the Christian Disciple. 
SKETCH OF WILLIAM PENN. 


Wittram Penn was born in 1644. and was the only 
son of Admiral Sir W. Penn. At about 16 years of 
age, while a member of College at Oxford, his mind 
was impressed in favor of the opinions of the Quakers, 
by the preaching of Mr. Thomas Loe. He ceased to 
attend worship at the Chapel, and in connexion with 
a few others, held prayer meetings in private apart- 
ments. Forthis he was admonished by his superiors. 
About the same time, an order came from the Court to 
resume the use of the surplice. To this order, young 
Penn refused to submit ; and for some conduct on that 
occasion, which was hardly consistent with that meek- 
ness, which his own principles should have exacted, 
he was expelled from the University. He returned 
home and attempted by arguments to vindicate his con- 


duct. This brought on him the displeasure of his fath- 


er, who turned him out of his house. Several methods 


were adopted by the Admiral to recover his son, and | 


to bring him back to his former way of thinking, but 
they were all in vain. The son gave up secular occu- 
pations, and made devotion the business of life. 

The reign of Charles the II. was unfavorable to dis 
senters, and Penn was imprisoned for attending the 
meetings of Quakers; but he was preity soon set at 
liberty. When he returned to his-father, he bad a 
long disputation om the subject of hisnew creed. The 
father agreed that William should enjoy his opinions 
unmolested, if be would consent to sit with his hat off 
in the presence of the King, the Duke of Ormond, and 
himself. The son considered the matter for several 
days, and then answered, “that his conscience would 
not comport with any species of hat worship: For 
this he was again turned out of doors. 

William now began to preach in the Quaker meet- 
ings, and entered on that course of theological and con- 
trover:ial publications, which he pursued through life. 
On publishing a piece, entitled **The sandy foundation 
Shaken,” he was committed to the Tower. During 


| fore the death of the father, a cordial reconciliation 





which with one voice they declaired the prisoner ‘not 
guilly.” Trier to this Mr. Penn had been released 
from the dungeon; he now demanded his liberty; 
but he was ordered again to Bale Dock, until he 
should pay the fine for wearing his bat in the presence 
of the court. He postively refused to acknowledge 
the legality of the proceeding by paying the fine ; but 
his father privately sent the money, and set himat lib- 
erty. 

The abusive treatment Mr. Penn received, had no 
tendency to convince him of error on hisown part. He 
persisted in his course, and in less than a year, he was 
again brought before a magistrate, on an accusation 
for illegal preaching. He was again likely to get clear, 
for want of evidence to support the charge ; but the 
magistrate, probably to entangle him,“tendered the 
oath of allegiance. Mr. Penn offered to assign reasons 
for not swearing, but the magistrate would not hear 
them, and insinuated something against the moral char 
acter of the prisoner. This was resented by Mr. Penn, 
and after challenging any person justly to accuse him, 
he said to the magistrate, **Thy words shall be thy 
burthen, and I trample thy slander as dirt under my 
feet.” Upon this he was sentenced to six months im- 
prisonment in Newgate. From this prison he issued 
four new publications in defence of bis opinions. He 
was often imprisoned, and new pampblets were the 
consequence, so that for a number of years, he publish- 
ed at least six pamphlets every year. His virtues and 
his sufferings overcame his father’s objections, and be- 


took place between them. 

On the decease of Admiral Penn, his son was heir te 
an estate which yielded him fifteen thousand pounds 
sterling a year. He however stil] persevered in his 
plain way of living, and his course of preaching and 
writing. In the midst of his labors and sufferings, **he 
married a lady of great beauty and accomplishments.” 
When an act was about to be passed against the pa- 
pists, which exposed to punishment all who did not 
frequent the established church, or would not upon oath 





this confinement, he wrote six other pamphlets. Soon 
after his release from the tower, he was again taken up, 
and brought for trial before the Lord Mayor of London, 
and the Recorder, for preaching in a Quaker meeting. 
As he was entering the court, with his hat on, the door 
keeper took it off. The Mayor was enraged, and order- 
ed the hat to be replaced, and then fined the prisoner for 
appearing with hishatom, Mr. Pena insisted on know- 
ing what law he had broken, This led to some alter- 
cation; and the Recorderin an imperious tone thus 
addressed him, ‘*] telleyou to be silent: if we should 
suffer you to ask questions till to-morrow morning, you 
would be never the wiser.”” **That is,” replied Penn, 
‘according as the answers are,”” Upon this he was or- 
dered to Bale Dock, a filthy dungeon. During the 
absence of Mr Penn, the jury received an animated 
charge. They however brought in this verdict, “‘Guil 
ty of speaking in Grace Church-street.”” They were 


_ Joaded. with reproaches, and sent out again to amend 
- their verdict. 
_ same fairly written out, and subscribed with all their 


Ip half an hour they returned with the 


names. They were then ordered to be shut up for the 
In the morning, 
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clear themselves from popery, Mr. Penn by permission 
| appeared before a committee of the House of Commons 
_in behalf of the Quakers. Notwithstanding the strong 
| prejudices which then existed against the papists, Mr. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, MARCH 1/1, 1826. 


ee 


—— — 5 me. en 


NO. 38, 





Penn and such Council as he should appoint, with this 
reserve, that his laws were liable to be rescinded by 
the Privy Council of England within six months after 
they were reported to it. 

Mr. Penn now proceeded to encourage settlers, and 
especially such as viewed themselves oppressed, He 
published certain conditions and regulations, that peo- 
ple might know what they had to expect under his 
government. A fundamental principle was this, “That 
every person shall enjoy the free profession of bis faith, 
aod exercise worship towards God in such way as he 
shall iv conscience believe is most acceptable ; and 
shall be protected in his liberty by the authority of the 
civil Magistrate.” With regard to the Indians:he: po- 
sitively enacted that “‘whoever shall hurt, wrong, or 
offend any Indian, shall incur the-same penalty, as if 
he had offended in like manner against his fellow plan- 
ter.” Before the close of the year, three ships filled 
with passengers sailed for the pew province. In one 
of these ships Col. Markman was sent, as chief of the 
commissioners appointed to confer with the Indians in 
respect to the purchase of their lands, and the terms of 
a perpetual peace. He was the bearer of a letter from 
Mr. Penn to the natives, which was expressive of piety 
and, benevolence, and well calculated to gain the 
friendship and confidence of the Indian tribes. 

The follawing year Mr. Penn, with about a hundred 
of his sect, came over to Pennsylvania. He did not 
consider his charter from the King as giving him any 
right to dispossess the Indians. By his commissioners 
be had made an arrangement for a purchase of a part 
of the lands, which was to be ratified in a meeting of 
the natives and the English settlers. Ata time ap- 
pointed, and near the place where Philadelphia now 
stands, there was a grand convocation of the Indian 
tribes, who appeared with ‘“‘brandished arms’*—Mr. 
Penn with a few of his friends, and unarmed, went out 
to meet them. In his right hand he held a roll of 
parchment on which was engrossed the confirmation of 
the treaty. On his approach the Indians threw down 
their arms and seated themselves in companies on the 
ground. The presiding Chief informed Mr. Penn that 
the Indians were now ready tohear him. He pro- 
ceeded in a most amicable and impressive manner, to 
state to them his friendly feelings towards them, and 


rPenn had fortitude enough to state to the house of his desire to live with them in love and harmony. He 


| Commons, ‘that it was unlawful to inflict punishment 
' upon Catholics themselves for a conscientious dissent.” 

In respect to the Quakers, he defended their cause on 
,the ground, that they were strictly Protestants. At 
| the close of his plea he said; **‘We think we are an 
.useful people. We are sure we are a peaceable peo- 
‘ple; yet if we must suffer, let us not suffer as popish 
_Trecusants, but as protestant dissenters.”’ 


unrolled his parchment, and by the help of an inter- 
preter communicated to them the several articles of 
the treaty, as they related to the purchase and the 
compact for peace and union. He paid them for their 
land and gave them presents; and finally presented 
to them the roll, desiring the Chiefs to keep it carefal- 
ly for three generations, that their children might 
know what had passed between them. The Indians 


| Not long after this Mr. Penn was induced to pur- ie return mete long barangues and “pledged them- 
| chase:the land now called Pennsylvania. This he in- selves to live in love with William Penn and his child- 


{tended should be an asylum for the oppressed of every 
,sect. Part of the land had been granted to Lord 


ren as long as the sun and mooo should endure.” 
In speaking of this treaty, Voltaire observed, “It is 





stances had become embarras*ed, and who wished Mr. 
sired more territory. 


Penn agreed to accept a grant of land, which he ob- 
tained with such ample powers of administration as 
made him little less than a sovereign. The charter 
was made out on the 4th of March, 1601, and in com- 
‘pliance with the king’s desire it was called Pennsyl- 
ivania. The right of legislation was entirely with Mr. 





to his father to the amount of 16,0001. For this Mr. | 





Berkeley, and by him sold to a Quaker, whose circum- the only one éver concluded between savages and 


christians which was not ratified by an oath—and the 


Penn to assist him. In addition to this, Mr. Penn de- |only one that was never broken.” On the subject of 


| 


The Goverriment ‘was indedted | this treaty and the character of the Quakers we shall 


‘quote one paragraph entire from the Edinburgh Re- 
view, which we hope will be duly considered by all 
' who shall read this sketch :— 

‘Such indeed was the spirit in which the negocia- 
tion was entered into, aod the correspondi.g settle- 
ment conducted, that for the space of more than sev- 
‘epty. years—and so long indeed as the Quakers retain 
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ed the chief pewer in the government, the peace and 
amity which had been thus solemnly promised and 
concluded, never was violated ; and a large and most 
striking, though solitary example afforded, of the facil- 
ity with which they whe are really sincere and friend- 
ly in their views, may live in harmony even with those 
who are supposed to be peculiarly fierce and faithless. 
We cannét bring ourselves ‘to wish that there were 
nothing but Quakers in the world—because we fear it 
would be insuppottably dull;—but when we consider 
what tremendous evils daily arise from the petulance, 


eigns’and ministers, we cannot’help thioking it would 
be the most efficacious of all reforms to choose all 
those ruling personages out of that plain, pacific, and 
sober minded sect.” 

‘As our limits require conciseness, we shall close the 

narrative in'the language of the review. ‘“*W. Penn 
returned to England after a residence of about two 
years in his colony—got into great favor with James 
Il. and was bitterly calumniated as a Jesuit, both by 
churchmen and sectaries—went on doing good and 
preaching Quakerism—was sorely persecuted and in- 
‘sulted, and deprived of his. government, but finally ac 
-quitted and honorably restored under King William 
-——lest his'wife and son—travelled and married again— 
returned to Pennsylvania in 1699 for two years longer 
—came finally home’ to England—continued to preach 
‘and ‘publish as copiously as ever—was reduced to a 
state of kindly dotage by three strokes of the apoplexy 
—and died at last at the age of seventy-two, in the 
‘year 1718. He seems to have been a man of kind af- 
‘feetions, singular activity and perseverance, and great 
practical wisdom.” 

The imperfections of Mr..Penn we leave to be re 
corded by those who are without faults, and shall only 
make two brief reflections :— 

1. How much it is to be lamented that a sect so pa- 
cific and soberminded, “should ever have been perse- 
cuted by any who bore the name of christians !”” 

2. How careful should we all be io our treatment of 
the different sects, lest through the influence of preju- 
‘dice and false information, we do that which posterity 
will censure, and which God will finally condemn. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
TO “RICHARDS.” 


Sir,—Your reply to my communication does not fully 
satisfy my mind that mankind are not naturally inclin- 
ed to sin. You think my ‘difficulties would all van- 
ish if | would consider that mankind may become sin- 
ners and great sinners too, notwithstanding they are 
not naturally so.” This, dear Sir, lam not prepared 
to admit for several reasons, For instance, we can 
discover in infants a disposition of anger and revenge 
before they are become moral agents, or are capable 
of knowing good from evil, which makes it evident 
that they are possessed with a corrupt nature tending 
to evil; and scripture informs us that mankind are 
‘conceived in sin, and brought forth in iniquity,” and 
that all men are sinners without exception, and expe- 
rience teaches us that this is universally the case ; but 
on the supposition that men are not inclined to sin 
naturally, why should not their conduct, consistent 
with their natures, be universally good? Sir it ap. 
pears to me strange that so many apparently walk in 


walk in that straight and narrow path that leadeth to 
eternal life, if mankind are naturally and wholly in- 
clined to virtue! or in other words, why this world 
should be called an “‘eril world,” if mankind are nat- 
urally inclined, ‘*to deal justly and walk humbly with 


God.” ‘You say, ‘For instance, you do not suppose | your opinion, and offer some more remarks in confirma- 
that David was born with a desire to kill Uriah—Neith- }tion of what | have heretofore advanced. 


er do you suppose that the apostle Peter was born with 


“a wish or inclination to deny bis Master, &c. |that men may become sinners, and great sinners too, 


ticular dispositions, yet, Sir, 1 think that those evil ac-| prepared to admit; and the reason -you offer is, that 
tious originated from their corrupt nature, or that they | ‘we can discover in infante a disposition of anger and 
were the effects of that fleshly corrupt nature which is! revenge, before they are become moral .agents, or ca- 
not wholly subdued, till the last enemy is destroyed, | pable of knowing good from-eyil.” Now I wish you 
which is death. St. Paul says, “in him,” ‘that is “in| to-eee, Sir, that you have not met my argument. Sup- 
his flesh dwelleth no,.good thing, and that by nalure | pose [ should allow that infants come into the world 
men are children of wrath.” totally and absojutely wicked, would this in‘the least 
¥ou say Bir, ‘that the reason why man.love dark- prove that if their natures had been good, they never 
nets’ rather than light was-not, because their ‘natures could have become sinners. Not at all. Then that 
were evil,’ but because their deeds were evil.» But,! which you offeras.a reason, in no wise affects the sub- 
Sir, what was the cause of their deeds being evil ?— | ject. 
Did not their evil deeds spring from a corrupt nature ?{ Should you now say, that you cannot see how a 
Ifthey were not naturally inclined to-evil, why should { person can commit sin, unless his nature be eorrupt, I 
not their deeds have been-good? or as likely to have | would refer you again to the case.of Peter. You be- 
been good as evil? If a natural inclination to good | lieve that at the time he denied:his. Master, and lied, 
preduces evil deeds, then a: natural inclination to evil | and profanely swore about it, that he had been regen- 
may produce good deeds, which I cannot admit with | erated, that he-had anew heart and loved:righteous- 
propriety. ‘Should-you ask then from what source do | Bess ; but after all he committed ‘sin, was drawn into 
those good and virtuous deeds proceed, which are, it by mo uncommon meaus, and did net make any 
manifest in Society, if mankind are naturally inclined | greater resistance to temptation ‘than men generally 
to, sin,—I answer, there may be many reasons why | do. If we compare him with Joseph:in:this respect, 
mankind practice some virtues, notwithstanding their he appears to manifest disadvantage. -Now if thecase 
hearts are not right in the sight of God. For instance, | of Peter preseutsno difficulty to your mind; why should it 
the Pharisees of old did many things which were good perplex you so greatly to ascertain‘bow otber people 
in themselves, but were not their hearts naturally op-}¢an sin, voless their natures be absolutely evik? Fur- 
posed to Christ? certainiy. For he tells them, that/thermore, you believe that Adam :was.ereated -pure 
they made clean the out side of the cup and the plat-;and holy. How much ‘has ‘been said of his primeval 
ter, while the imside was full of all manner of unclean- | state. How in the world, then,.could Adam ever have 
ness.” As their hearts were wrong in the sight of }sinned, if-your dificulty be areal one? As he-did sin, 
God, all their righteousness and external. performan- bor, if you please, fall from his original state of inne- 
ces were but ‘filthy rags.) Christ says, ‘ta tree is | Cences you must allow that your difficulty exists only 
known by its fruit,” and must be made good before | in your own imagination. 
the fruit: will be geod,—‘‘for a corrupt tree cannot; Having shewn that you did not meet my argument, 
bring ‘forth good fruit, neither can a good tree bring |! wish to make a few remarks in relation to the reason 











forth evil fruit.” Whatever laber is bestowed on a | 
thorn bush, it cannot be made to produce grapes, nor 
a thistle figs, nor can a fountain at the same place 
send forth both salt water and fresh? Hence what- 
ever may be done for man short of regeneration, 
he is still corrupt and an enemy to God aud holiness ; 
this, Sir, I think you mast admit, for you say, ‘*Man- 
kind love God when they become acquainted with his 
character, and they love righteousness when they be- 
come acquainted with its moral fitness, and the benefit 
to be derived from it.” 

You also ask, ‘‘ What need would there be of tempt- 
ing a man to sin, if he were naturally disposed to it?”’ 
Sir, the scripture informs us, that “that when a man 
is tempted, he is tempted of his own lusts and enticed.” 
is it not then natural for men to lust? | think, Sir, you 
must allow this; well then, the apostle says, ‘*‘When 
lust bas conceived it bringeth forth sin.” Therefore 
we see that men are tempted with their own corrupt 
natures; and the reason they are tempted, and why 
they yield to temptation, | think is wholly because 
they are naturally inclined to disobey the commands of 
Ged, and neglect their duty. ForGod who is holy, 
and wholly inclined to good “‘cannot be tempted, 
neither tempteth he any man.”” However, Sir, if you 
will make it appear that what | have written is not 
consistent with scripture and reason, be assured, Sir, 
that your information will be thankfully received by 
your friend and bumble servant. Yours, &c. 

Bemis. 
Cr#eet, Feb. 4, 1826. 


+ ___ ]} 
REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. 
To Bemis. 


My dear Friend and Brother,—It seems that I have 
not yet satisfied you that mankind are not by nature 
vicious. { will then make one more attempt, in which 
I will notice the reasons .you offer above in support of 


I-endeavored to impress upon your mind the fact, 





Sir, 1 do pot know that they were born with those par- | although they are not so naturally This you are not| 


you offer, as it stands indepeaodently of this discussion. 
**We can discover in infants,” you observe, ‘ta disposi- 
tion of anger and revenge, before they are become 
moral agents, or are capable of knowing good from 
evi!; which makes it evident that tbey are possessed 
of a corrupt nature tending to evil.” Now, Sir, let this 


)stand just as you state it. Does it prove because 


children sometimes manifest a spirit of anger and re- 
venge, that, therefore, their-natures are corrupt? I 
answer no; and for this reason : because those very 
human passions which sometimes manifest ‘themselves 
in the sinful conduct of mankind often lead to good 
and are productive of good. For instance, ambitiou 
when unrestrained and directed to wrong objects leads 
men to do wrong. But how many have been ambi- 
tious todo good. We may say of all the human pas- 
sions; they are blessings when properly governed, but 
when they are not,they injure us, and, like every olherc 
abused blessing, become curses to us. This seems to 
me to be true philosophy. For why should infinite 
wisdom constitute in human nature passions, which, 
in every operation, whether restrained or unrestrained, 


God has graciously provided for us sufficient nourish- 
ment to sustain our mortal bodies, a blessing in itself 
without which we could not live. But this may be 
abused. By intemperate ust, it may injure us, and 
even become the means ofourdeath. Our appetite is 
vot an evil in itself, but if not property governed, it 
may become so. Aud we may say the same of every 
human passion. 

But Sir, you seem to speak, as though children never 
manifested any other disposition but that of anger and 
revenge. Isthis correct? Do they not manifest grat- 
itade? and also affection for their mother, or nurse, 
or father, or any one that takes care of them and does 
them good? If you have taken proper notice of them, 
you have seen it. Now is not this proof that there is 
in their nature something good ?. ‘My whole subject 
resolves itself thus: God has constituted in:map ger- 
tain passions. These, if properly governed, willbe 
vastly beneficial to him ; otherwise, they will injure 
him. Consequently ‘it is proved that human natase, 
in itself, is good, and this is all I ever contended for. 





lead only toevil? This subject may be illustrated.— _ 
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Now, Sir, I see no difficulty in allowing that man 
kind are wicked, nor that they are sometimes very 
wicked, nor that all in a greater or less degree have 
been wicked. if you will recollect that I allow al! 
this, you will see no need of asking me all those ques- 
tions with whieh your letter abounds, You may sup- 
pose me to believe many things and ask a thousand 
questions for me to answer ; but after the above full 
and candid statement of my views upon this subject, | 
trust your difficulties in relation to those views will be 
removed. 

You should recollect that J do not deny that men 
are tempted by their own lusts, and so far as you can 
explain this justly to signify a tendency in human pas- 
sions to evil, I will allow it, But is this original sin? 
Is this total depravity? Is this innate corruption? No 
Sir, for people led into sin are often sorry for it. In- 
deed I have not yet discovered the evidence that mep 
do wrang because they lore fo sin, because they are 
enemies to God, or because they wish to offend him. 
It is, on the contrary, said of the wicked. ‘God is not 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN A DEACON AND 
YOUNG MAN. 


Some few years since, a periodical publication was 
commenced in Bostou, designed to disseminate the doc- 
trines of the Calvinistic Baptists, and to afford a con- 
venient medium through which to communicate mis- 
sionary news and other religious intelligence. A pious 
Calvinistic Deacon was the principal manager of the 
Paper. After two or three numbers had been issued, 
a young man met the Deacon in the street, whena 
conversation took place between them, of which the 
following is the substance! 

Young Man. Good moming Deacon, I am happy to 
see you, and to express to you the satisfaction | have 
taken in reading your Paper. For some time. | have 
been convinced that the cause of truth required sucha 
publication, and I am very glad that it is established 
in this place. 

Deacon. Thank’you Sir; 1} am satisfied that such a 
Paper may do good, if properly conducted. To be 





in all his thoughts.” Neither is a man a sinner be- 
cause he is tempted. Sin consists in yielding to temp- 
tation. Our Lord was tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin. Now no man can be a sinner 
until be yields to temptation, until his passions lead 
him astray. Before it is possible for this to take place, 
he must be born, he must have arrived to years of dis- 
cretion, and have been tempted. How then can man 
be bern a sinner? It is the common doctrine that man 
is born totally wicked, that he brings into the world 
with him sin enough to sink him into eternal woe ;—a 


doctrine which it is morally impossible should be 
true. 
God vastly preponderates over evil in society.— 


Whence comes this if mankind all are naturally evil? 
What mai is there who bas not done some good? and 
] am almost constrained to ask, where is the man who 
has not done more good than evil? It is in vain for 
any One to say that these actions are generally bad, 
on account of the motives which gave birth to them. 
This is no less than saying that nine tenths of society 
in all their actions are governed by bad motives; a 
sentiment which outrages all sense and all experience. 
I will then inquire again, why, if men are naturally 
sirful, is there so much more good than evil in the 
world? 
lows compared to the whole community And yet if 
men generally are as bad as they have been represent- 
ed to be, there is not one in a hundred throughout the 
world but what deserves the same fate. In fact, if we 
can judge from the sentence which the clergy have 
passed upon us, hangivg is vastly too good for the 
whole. 
beholding multitude to see a murdererexecuted. But 
how much greater would that horror be, if the multi- 
tude should be compelled to behold the murder itself? 
It could not have this effect, if men generally were in 
love with evil. Whata public sympathy is excited 
when a man’s property is wrested from his hand by 
fire! How intrepidly will the mariner face danger to 
save the life of his ship-wrecked fellow seaman! How 
high ran the tide of public gratitude, how joyfully beat 
every heart,when the guest of our natiou recently vis- 
-ited the United States! Do not these things shew you 


my friend, that there is some good principle in human 
pature? 


The fact is, permit me to repeat it, human nature is 
in itself good. Infinite wisdom constituted us accord- 
ing to its own will. It has. given uspassions. Ifthese 
are used rightly, they will benefit us; but if they are 
misused, if they are not governed, if they become our 
masters insteads of our servants, like every other mis- 
used blessing they will injure us. And then the sin 
consists not‘in the thing itself, but in the abuse of it. 

a Ricw Arps. 

‘That part of the town of Chelmsford, heretofore de- 


signatedias East-Chelmsford, is pew incorporated as a 
town by the name of Lowell. Gare. 








How few people are executed upon the gal- | 


What a thrill of horror does it send through a | 


| sure, our Missionary Magazine is very useful, and has 
| done much good; but our Paper has a decided supe- 
'tiority over that work, inasmuch as it not only comes 
‘out every week, giving missionary information much 
| oftener, and consequently, much earlier than the Mag- 
‘azine, but it contains much of the news of the week, 
‘and is consequently taken by many who do not take 
the Magazine, and may give religious instruction to 
‘many who would not be likely to receive it from that. 
| Young Man, That's true Sir ; it was on those ac- 
counts that I was glad the work was established in this 
| place ; for, you know there are many here,who are anx- 
‘ious to read the Newspapers, but cannot bear to read 
any religious works. 1 do hope it will fall into the 


‘hands of some careless ones, and be a humble mean 


| of converting many sinners from the error of their ways. 
| And, Deacon, there is one thing I bad like to have for- 
‘gotten to mention: | told you | was much pleased with 
l the Paper, and sol was; but there is one thing | ex- 
| pected to fied in it, which I have not yet seen. There 
iis that Mr. , the Universalist preacher,—I 
understand he has monstrous great meetings,—that his 
meeting-house is crowded to overflowing; and I am 
, told that a great many young people attend. | really 
hoped you would attack bim, and sound the alarm, 
and caution the people against going to hear him, for 
it makes my heart ache to see so many poor souls led 


|in the broad road, headlong to endless destruction. 


Deacon. Ah, brother » YOU are a young 
man; you have not lived as long asl have, neither 
have you had as much experience ; and when you 
ihave, you will think differently. The fact is, there 
are so many passages in the Bible that seem to favor 
the doctrine of the Universalists, that I think it best to 
have nothing at all to do with them, but to let them 
alone, and contend earnestly for the truth. 


Young Man. Well Sir, 1 don’t know but you are 


right; but it seems a pity that there should not be 
something done to stop the spread of falsehood. 








Thus ended the conversation, which suggests this 
question ; Is it not possible, and perhaps probable, 
that many who now treat the writings of Universalists 
with a cold indifference, have the same reason for it, 
that the Deacon had? THEe@pDosivS. 














A Question on the Trinity. 

In the days of the emperor Justinian a violept dis- 
pute arose in the church on this question, whether we 
ought to say, ‘One of the trinity suffered in the flesh”? 
or ‘One person of the trinity suffered in the flesh.” 
“On this pretty puzzle there were four different opin 
ions. One set approved both expressions, a second 
condemned loth, a third maintained the former ex- 


FROM THE SAME. 
Bishop Nestorious. 


Nestorious, a bishop, was censured and degraded for 
denying that Mary was the “mother of God.” 

St, Ann was supposed to be the mother o: Mary, and 
so lately as the beginning of the last century a dispute 
arose in the papal church on this question ; Whether 
St. Ann should be styled **God’s grandmother,” or “the 
mother of the mother of God.” The questivn was de- 
cided by Pope Clement Xl. He thonght proper to 
suppress the title “‘God’s grandmother,” as ‘offensive 
to pious ears.” “Yet, says Dr. Cambell, it is impos- 
sible for one without naming Nestorius to give a clear- 
er decision in his favour.”—-See Lectures on Ecclesi- 
astical History, pp. 223--4—-5. 








DEDICATION, 


The new Church in Hanover-Street, was Dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God, on Weduesday Ist inst. 
A blessing was craved by Rev. M:. Wisner, and the 
introductory prayer made by Rev. Mr. Dwight. Ser- 
mon by Prof. Stuart, of Andover, from Mat. xviii. 20, 
“For where two or three are gathered logether ip my 
name, there am Tin the midst of them.” Concluding 
prayer by Prof. S. The members of this Church were 
organized some time since at Park-Street Church. An 
invitation was given to the Rev. Mr. Breca en, of Litch- 
field, Conn. to become their Pastor, which we learn 
has been accepted, and he will be ordained in about 
a fortnight. 

The Church is built of rough stone in the Gothic 
style, and presents a very strikiug and singular appear- 
ance. On the basement floor are several rooms, fora 
vestry, and the various purposes of the Church. 
Stalesman. 





DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 


We were surprised to meet with the following re- 
marks in the ‘*Boston Monthly Magazine,” included 
in a notice of Milton’s new Treatise. We extract 
them, as this work is probably seen by few of our read+ 
ers, Without intending to vouch for their correctness. 
We should be glad to see a discussion respecting the 
theological tenets of the clergy of Massachusetts in the 
last century. Many facts could be adduced that would 
startle the orthodoxy, which reposes on prescription. 
Why. will not some one, who from reading or personal 
acquaintance can speak of the men of fiily ‘tyears ago” 
with confidence, furnish us with the results of his 
knowledge? The columns of the Christian Register 
are offered as channels of communication. 

Christian Register. 

The doctrine of the Trinity, is particularly a sub- 
ject of inquiry ; and it is important to know the views 
and reasonings of such a mind as Miiion’s, who lived 
at a period, when it was extremely davgerous to dis- 
sent from the common beliefon this point. Many were 
deprived of friends and honors, and oi life itself, for any 
deviations of this kin«t, in the age of Milton; or a short 
time before. 

The chapter which treats of the scripture doctrine 
of the Son of God, is a very labored} one. He treats 
the subject as one who is willing to abide the decision 
of revelation ; and has brought into view every text 
which has a particular bearing on the question.--The 
commonly received opinion of Trinitarians. he cecid- 
edly rejects, as equally unscriptural and irrational. 
So he does that of ‘tthe eternal generation of the 
Son.” 

But we think it equally evidentthat he was not a 
Socinian ; but an Arian. And he would bave object- 
ed to the doctriues of Priestley and Belsham, as much 
as those of the Trinitarizus of his day. His theory 
was very like that of the author of Bible news, recent- 
ly published in this country, Whetiser Milton or 
Priestley was most correct and scriptural, is not now 





pression to be orthodox, the latter heterodox. And a 
fourth affirmed the reverse. Iu this squabble emperors, 
popes and patriarchs engaged with great fury.” 





the question. Lut we believe, that the Socinion creed 
ismuch nearer to the Athanasian, than to the .4- 





Christian Disciple, 
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The Athanasian | elieves, that Christ was both 
God and man ; that he was possessed of both a human 
and divine nature. And the. Socinian believes, that 
though Christ was truly and merely a man, yet that 
God dwelt in him in such a manner and degree, as he 
does in no ether heing. The Athanasian pretends to 
believe in the efficacy of the sufferings of Christ, as if 
the divine Being himself had suffered ; and yet ;will 
probably allow that God cannot suffer ; and therefore 
that it was mefely the human nature of Christ, or 
Christ as a man, which did actually suffer. 

The Arian believes that Christ was superior to all 
other created intelligences ; and in a peculiar sense, 
the Son of God ; and therefore, that bis sufferings were 
of more efficacy, than could be those of a mere man. But 
this is a difficult subject ; and cannot be easily set- 
tled to the satisfaction ofall. And-yet it seems impor- 
tant, that it should be so understood, so explained, 
and so received, as not to militate with the fundamen- 
tal doctrine of all true religion, the Unity of God, 

There are among Unitarians, two theories, which, 
though differing considerably from each other, do 
neither of them contradict or oppose the great doctrine 
ef tH® divine unity. One is, that Christ was a being 
of most exalled and superangelic nature, powers and 
virtue, although he received these from the Supreme 
Deity; and that there is indeed but one God, the 
Father of all. 

The other is, that Christ, though a man, in a true 
and proper sense, was ordained for the express purpose 
to be the spiritual teacher and Saviour of the world ; 
and that God gave to him such measures of knowledge 
and power. as were necessary for him, in performing 
that high and important office. Put these theores are 
not so different, but that charitable sentiments may be 
cherished by those who adopt one towards such as em- 
brace the other. 

It is the object of Mil/on, to support the Arian hy- 
pothesis by an appeal to inspired scripture; or rather, 
to state the doctrine, which, in his opinion, is taught 
in the Bible. And we think it would puzzle the stout- 
est champion of the Athanasian creed, to show any 
perversion of revelation, or unsounduess of argument 
in his chapter on this subject. 

This theory of Milton, is such as was adopted by 
many eminent theologians of New England, in the 
last century. And it is known to many who are now 
living, and who knew them personally, that they were 
decided Unitarians er Arians. Sothat the Unitarian 
doctrine is not so novel, as many would have it sup- 
posed. 

This fact is necessary to be remembered, for two 
reasons. One is, that Unitarianism has not sprung up 
within forty or fifty years; And the other is, that those 
now upon the stage, are not the only men who have 
had the independence and the honesty to declare their 
opinions. There were, in this part of the country, fifty 
and even eighty years ago, many theologians, who were 
as decided Unitarians, as any at the present day.— 
There were Gay, Chauncy, Appleton, Mahew, Rand, 
Smith, Bryant,Shute, Mayhew, Tucker, Webster, Hitch- 
cock, Williams, West, Barnes, Turner, Cummins, 

Harrington, Symmes, Langdon, Hemmenway, Stevens, 
Haven, Willard, Wigglesworth, Lathrop, Hilliard, Ca- 
rey, Barnard, Uoward, Belknap, Eckley, Elliot, Clarke, 
Everett, &c. 

Thirty-five years ago, there were several theologi- 
cal students at the University, who were of the Unita- 
rian faith ; but who, considering the subject attended 
with difficulty in all attempts fully to explain it, and 
that the elder clergy of that period, did not generally 
insist upon the Trinitarian doctrine, as has more re- 
cently been done, forbore to dwell much upon the sub- 
ject, in their public preaching; but who carefully 

avoided saying any thing, which could justly be con- 
strued in support of the tenet. 

Whether all or any of the peculiar views of Milton, 
are acceptable to most Christians, or not, the publica- 


‘tion of this work will do good among liberal and can- 


did men ; and will serve to increase the spirit of can- 
dor, which is now prevailing in the Christian world, at 
the same time, that it will induce all to study the vol- 
ume of revelation with greater attention and impar- 
tiality. 

We are far from wishing to distent the faith of any 
one, or from a desire to see great zeal in proselyting, 
even among liberal Christians, as they are called ; -but 
we do hope to find a true Protestant spirit prevailing 
among all sects, in our country ; and a readiness to 
allow to others the right which we claim for ourselves 
of interpreting the Bible as their judgment may dic- 
tate. Even the Roman Catholics are relaxing in their 
rigid and exclusive opinions. 


come less tenacious, less confident of the perfect truth 
of all their former sentiments. | 1s there not just occa- 
sion for more christian charity than has been manifest- | 
ed in former times? And is there any danger of laxi- 
ty in principle, or of indifference to religious truth, by 
extending to others the hand of fellowship? May we 
not be faithful to truth, and yet be candid in our judg- 
ments? May we not prefer our own creed, and yet 
allow honesty and piety in those who adopt a differ- 
ent one ? 








STANZAS. 
How sweet to sleep where all is peace, 
Where sorrow cannot reach the breast, 
Where all life’s idle throbbings cease, 
And pain is Jull’d to rest! 

Escaped o’er fortune’s troubled wave, 
To anchor in the silent grave! 


That quiet land where, peril past, 
The weary win a long repose, 

The bruised spirit finds, at last, 

A balm for all its woes, 

And lowly grief and lordly pride 

Lie down, like brothers, side by side! 


The breath of slander cannot come 
To break the calm that lingers there ; 
There is no dreaming in the tomb, 
Nor waking to despair ; 

Unkindness cannot wound us more, 
And all earth’s bitterness is o’er. 


There the maiden wait¢ till her lover come— 
They never more shall part ;— 

And the striken deer has gained her home, 
With the arrow in her heart ; 

And passion’s pulse lies hushed and still, 
Beyond the reach of the tempter’s skill. 


.The mother—she is gone to sleep, 
With her babe upon her breast, — 
She has no weary watch to keep 
Over her infant’s rest ; 

His slambers on her bosom fair 
Shall never more be broken—there / 


For me—for me, whom all have left, 
The lovely, and the dearly loved, 
From whom the touch of time bath reft 
The hearts that time had proved, 
Whose guerdon was—and is~ despair, 
For all | bore—and all | bear; 


Why should I linger idly on, 

Amid the selfish and the cold, 

A dreamer— when such dreams are gone 
At those | nursed of old! 

Why should the dead tree mock the spring, 
A blighted and a withered thing! 


How blest—how blest that home to gain, 
And slumber in that soothing sleep, 
From which we never rise to pain, 

Nor ever wake to weep! 

To win my way from the tempest’s roar, 
And lay me down on the golden shore ! 


———aD 7¢ 
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Calvin a greater reformer was; for why? 
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DEVIL AND SATAN. 
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Io the first of these Inquiries, the chief object-of the 


Calvinists and Trinita- | author has been to ascertain, if SATAN, or the DEVIL 
rians, who have attended to biblical learning, are be-| be a Fallen Angel or real Being? If not, what is the 
meaning of the sacred writers, in all the various texts 
where these words occur? 
statement of its contents: 


The following is a brief 


Sect. 1. The common opinions entertained of the 


Devil and Satan, briefly stated. 


Sect. 2.. Remarks on Genesis iii. showing that the 


serpent which deceived Eve was not a fallen angel. 


Sxct. 3. AJl the texts in the Old Testament, Where 


the original word Satan occurs, considered. 


Sect. 4. The opinion, that the Devil or Satan isa 


real Being, with other connected opinions, shown te 
have their origiv in heathenism. 


Sect. 5. All the passages in the New Testament 
where the term Satan occurs, considered. 

Sect. 6. All the passages where the original term 
diabolus, or devil is used, considered. 

Sect. 7. All the passages considered in which the 
terms Devil or Satan are both used by tie sacred wri- 
ters syoovimously. 
Sxer. 8. All the texts considered, where the Devil 
ie supposed to be called the evil one, the tempter, the 
great dragon, the serpent, and old serpent, the prince 
of this world, the prince of the power of the air, and 
the god of this world. 

Sect. 9. Facts stated, showing that the Devil is not 
a Fallen Angel, or real Being. 

Sect. 10. Objections considered. 

Seer. 11. Concluding remarks, pointing ovt the 
evils which bave arisen from the common opinions en- 
tertained of the Devil and Satan. 

The principal object of the author in the second In- 
quiry has been, to notice in what way the sacred wri- 
ters use the terms OLIM, AION, and AIONIOS, and 
to examine particu'arly all the texts where any of 
them apply these terms to punishment. 

Sect. |. All the texts noticed where olim eccurs in 
the Old Testament, but is rendered by words which do 
not express or imply eternal duration. 

Sxcr. 2. All the passages noticed where olim is use 
ed, and rendered by words which convey the idea of 
endless duration, 

Srcet. 3, All the texts were olim occurs, is rendered 
by words which convey the idea of endless duration, 
and applied to punishment, particularly considered, 
Secr. 4, General remarks on aon and aionios, as 
used in the New Testament. 

Sect. 5. All the places noticed where aion and a7on- 
ios are rendered ages, course. never, forever, evermore, 


‘eternal, everlasting, but which have no relation to 


punishment, 
Sror. 6 Al) the places where aion and aionzes are 
‘rendered world, considered. 
Sict, 7. All the places where aion or aionios is 
jused to express the duration of punishment, particu- 
larly considered, in whatever way rendered in the 
cominoen yersion, 
Seer. 8. Concluding remarks on olim, aion, and 
\aienias, throughout the Bible, whether applied to God, 
to life, or punishment, 

CONDITIONS, 

The work shal] be handsomely printed in a 12mo. 
volume, containing between 350 and 400 pages, and 
will be delivered to Subscribers at $1 in boards, or 
$1 25 boond, Persons becoming accountable for siz 
copies, can receive a seventh gratis, The work will 
be put to pressin May next, if it shal) then appear 
that a sufficient number of copies are subscribed for 
barely tocover the expense If pot, it wil! be aban- 
doned. Those to whom subscription papers are sent, 
are respectfully requested to return an account of the 
number of Subscribers obtained, during May next, to 





The reason’s plain | ween, 
The Pope Lurnt heretics with fuel dry, 
John roasted bis with green, J.P. 





the author in Charlestown, Mags, 


| (tprSubseriptions received at the Office of the Uni- 
, Versalies Magazine, oe ' 








ee 





